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5 an M. 1 BERTRAND DE MOLEVILLE | 


225 A LAONORABLE ; 
N CHARLES JAMES rox. a 
5 0 ee | | | Foſs, le 5* Fevrier 1800. f 
b Monsizun, - „ 
85146 & Al vũ avec autant de peine que cla ſurpriſe | 
| dans le compte que les papiers publics ont 
| rendu des debats du Parlement dans la ſeance 


du ze de ce mois, que vous avez cité A I appui 
d'une aſſertion auſſi inexacte qu injurieuſe a a.la 
'mEmoire de Louis XVI. I ouvrage que je viens 
de publier ſur la revolution de France, Cette 
erreur que vous n'avez commiſe, ſans doute, 
aue parceque vous n'aviez pas li le chapitre 
qui precede celui qui vous avez cite, exiſte dans 
les phraſes ſuivantes de votre diſcours tel qu'il 
| A 2 


4d 
* 


77 eſt rapports dans le Mong cron: FR 
| de « ce mois. : 2 0 E 


AER 


On efiereie en vain 0 eib po pol * 3 
et ingenieur raiſonnemens Pevidence des preuvet 
pui ſont entre les mains de tout le monde, et qui 
demontrent ſans. repligue que / infortuns mo- 
narque 7 Louis XVI.) et les miniftres qu'il 
honoroit le plus particulierement de ſa confiance 
 Etorent entres en negociation avec les puiſſances 
etrangeres, non pour demembrer la France, 
mars pour 2 ſoumertre et la contraindre Par la 
Jorce des armes d renoncer dun Hſteme de 
gouvernement au guel elle attachoit ſon' bonbebr. 
Les miniſtres peuvent ils conteſter Ia realitt de 
Ja declaration faite par PEmpereur d Mantoue? 
" Pretendent-ils nier Pexatlitude des ditails hiſ- 
I  roriquies DO @ ce fujer par M. Bertrand * 
Molrville 8 

1 ven Noußeur, je nai jamais dit que 
Louis XVI. ait eu un ſeul inſtant le projet 
ni meme la penſce de coaliſer les puiſſances 
Etrangères contre la France, pour la contraindre 


4.59. 


par la force des armes, I r&noncer à un ſyſ- 
teme de gouvernement auquel elle attachoit ſon 
bonheur. Ma main ſe ſeroit defſechee plutot . 
que d'terire' une pareille impoſture! Daignez 
prendre la peine de lire le chapitre 395 des 
Annales de la Revolution, vous y trouverez 
les developpemens les plus detailles' de ce fa- 
meux plan propoſe par M. de Montmorin, 
_ par le Roi, communique a 'Empe- 

„et adopte par S. M. J. qui en diſcuta 
—_— articles a Mantoue le 20* Mai 1791, 
avec M. le Comte d'Artois. Le compte que 
Jen ai rendu commence à la page 8* du tome 
e; je me contenterai d'en citer ici la phraſe 
ſuivante ; 


« M. de Montmorin qui entretenoit ſecrete- 
ment une correſpondance journaliere avec le 
Comte de Mercy, devoit Je charger de la part 

% du Roi, d'inviter P Empereur d former le plus 
25 promptement poſſible UNE COALITION $I- 
* MULEE avec Empire, la Pruſſe, la Ruſſie, 
« PFEſpagne, les Rois de Naples et de Sar- 
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**. daigne, pour Arliref MAIS 'NoN POUR 
* "FAIRE LA GUERRE 2 la Wai 
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Ce e lr "ORR pas uße E6alitivn Tug 


mais une coalition ſimulee qu'il s'agiſſoĩit de 


riner, et P *objet de cette coalition n'etoit pas 


de faire la guerre a la France, mais te la tri 


declarer ; parceque cette declaration au moyen 
de toutes les meſures qui devoient Paccom 

pagner et que j'ai detaillèes dans ce chapitre 
ſuffiſoit pour ancantir ſans la moindre effuſion 


de ſang la puifſance des jacobins, pour delivrer 


la nation de leur ty rannie, pour la reintẽgrer dans 

ſes droits legitimes, en un mot, pour operer la 
contre-r6volution la plus ſalutaire et la * 
douce qv 'on | put deſirer. 


- Confiderez auff, je vous prie, Monſieur, 


A quelle époque ce plan fut forme. Ce ne fut 


pas au mois de Juillet 1789, lorſque l' Aſſem- 
-blee Nationale et la municipalite de Paris ſe 
pertagedient les debris de Pautorite royale 
qu'elles avoient renverſce ; ce ne fut point A 


la ſuite des attentats horribles qui les 5* et 6* 


„„ „ 
Octobre ſuiyant, menacerent * jours du Roi 
et de 1a fall z ce fut au mois de Mai 1791, 

c'eſt, a dire, a Vepoque ou la ſurete des pro- 
- Prietes, od la liberté des opinions, des cultes 
des; perſonnes Etoient impunement violees. dans 
tout le royaume, où la France couverte de ca- 
lamités et de crimes: par les manœuvres de la 
faction des jacobins, touchoit au moment de ſa 
| diſſolution, | 


. Voila la cataſtrophe que vouloit prevenir ce 
Monarque trop debonnaire qui avoit compte pour 


rien le ſacrifice de ſon. pouvoir, de ſon autorite, E 


de toutes ſes jouiſſances, tant qu'il ayoit eſpere 
que ce ſacrifice pourroit contribuer à rendre la. 
nation plus heureuſe. Helas ! · cette ambition 
pretendue de la Maiſon de Bourbon dont on 
parle encore par ung vieille habitude, et avec 


tant d'exageration, Etoit bien loin du eceur de 


Louis XVI. j'affirme, ſur mon honneur, et 
Je r6peterai juſquà mon dernier ſoupir que je 
ne lui ai jamais connu d'autre ambition que 
celle de faire le bonheur des Frangais, et d'etre 
aimè d'eux. 


1 


_— 
m 
— r —ů—ů - 


—u—ö— — 
— — a + te WP 
we m 


—  NUSEGS 
_—Y 


* 8 
e 3 >, 


* 

wer we. % bh. 

10 * 2 R to D 1 

Ae As he. CO TOTES n „ 
* — 


R 


5 - 


- 


e NECES Rs: 


ö 


— 


W 

ak —_— 6 
ah 

* 
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Tel roi le Roi qui nous avons perdu, et 


dont la mort imprime au nom Francais une 
tiche que des ſiècles de repentir et 'de larm — 


ne ſauroient effacer. Perſonne n'a parle avec 


plus d*energie que vous, Monſieur, contre les 
monſtres execrables qui ont ofe repandre un 


ſang auſſi pur au nom de la nation. Vous de- 
plorez comme nous la fatale deſtinèe de cet 


mnfortune Monarque : puiſſe donc deformais 
votre voix eloquente ne prononcer ſon nom 
auguſte que pour rendre hommage i ſes vertus 
ou pour confondre la calomnie qui voudroit les 


fletrir. En exprimant ce vœu je crois vous don- 


ner la preuve la moins equivoque de la confide- 


ration diſtinguèe avec laquelle th Phonneur | 


dere, — e 


Votre, &c. &c. 


A. F. BERTRAND DE MOLEVILLE. 


To the Honourable Charles James Fox. = 


La February 5, 1800. 
SIR, 

IT was with pain 100 furpriſe 1 fawina 
JH given in one of the public papers, of 
the debate in the Houſe of Commons on 
Monday laſt, that the work I have lately 
publiſhed on the French revolution was quoted 
by you in ſupport of an aſſertion, as inaccurate 
as it is injurious to the memory of Louis XVI. 
This error, which certainly could originate 
only from your not having read the chapter | 
which precedes the one you have quoted, is in 
the following paſſage of your ſpeech, as pub- 
liſhed the be ot. Chronicle of the 4th of this 
month: 


% 


It would be vain to ſet up long and inge- 
© nious reaſonings againſt the evidence of do- 
* cuments which are in every one's hand, and 
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© which demonſtrate beyond all refutation, 
that not only the unfortunate Monarch him- 


, ſelf and his confidential adviſers had entered 
© into negotiations with foreign powers, not 
to partition France, but to dictate by force 


* of arms to France, and to compel them to 


+ depart from the ſyſtem which they thought 
_** neceſſary to their own internal happineſs. 


** Are Gentlemen prepared to deny the truth 


of the declaration made by the Emperor at 


+ Mantua? Are Gentlemen prepared to deny 
the ſtory as it is related by M. Bertrand de 


64 * Moleville 


No, sir, I never (aid that Louis x VI. had 
for a moment projected or even conceived the 
thought of a coalition of foreign powers againſt 


France, for the purpoſe of compelling her by the 


force of arms to renounce a ſyſtem of govern- 
ment which ſhe deemed neceſſary to her happi- 


| neſs. Sooner ſhould my hand have withered on 


my body than I would have made it the inſtru- 
ment of ſuch an impoſture. Have the good- 
neſs to take the trouble of reading the thirty- 


69 
ninth chapter of the Annals of the Revolution, 
and you will there find a very circumſtantial ac- 


count of the great plan propoſed by M. de 


Montmorin, app oved by the King, commu- 
nicated to the Emperor and adopted by his Im- 


perial Majeſty, who diſcuſſed ſome of the articles 
of it at Mantua, on the 2qth of May 1791, 
with his Royal Highneſs the Count d'Artois. 


The account I have given of it begins on 
page 8 of the 4th volume. I ſhall content 
myſelf with ſtating here the following ſen-· 
tence: M. de Montmorin, who ſecretly 
** kept up a daily correſpondence with the 
Count de Mercy, was to commiſſion him, 


on the part of the King, to invite the Em- 


peror to form, as ſoon as poſſible, a feigned 


coalition with the Empire, Pruſſia, Ruſſia, 


Spain, and the Kings of Naples and Sardi- 
* nia, to declare but not to make actual war 
* againſt France.“ | TED 


It was not then a real offenſive coalition, but 


| a feigned coalition, that was to be formed, and 
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the object of it, was not to wage war inf. 
France, but merely to make a declaration of it ; 
becauſe that declaration; by means of the mea - 
ſures with which it was to be accompanied, 
and which J have detailed in the chapter to 
which I have referred you“, it was hoped 
would prove ſufficient to overturn, without 
bloodſhed, the power of the Jacobins, to de- 
liver the nation from their tyranny, to reſtore 
it to its legitimate rights, and, in ſhort, to 
effect a counter - revolution of the moſt ſalutary 
and of the mildeſt nature. 


Conſider too, Sir, I beſeech you, the period 
at which the plan was formed. It was not in 
the month of July 1789, when the National 
Aſſembly and the Municipality of Paris were 
dividing the wrecks of the royal authority, 
which they had ſubverted; nor was it imme- 
diately after the horrid outrages that, on the 
5th and 6th of October following, threatened 
the lives of the King and his family; but it 
was in the month of May 1791, that is to ſay, 


The plan referred to is annexed to this letter. 
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at/ che period when property, the freedom of 


thought, religion, and perſonal ſalety, were 


violated with impunity throughout the king - 


dom; when France, ſinking under murders 
and calamities of every kind, produced by the 
manœuvres of the Jacobin Faction, was at the 
point of her diſſolution. 


That, Sir, was the ſad event, the averting 
of which lay neareſt the heart of our too gentle 
Monarch, who deemed the ſacrifice of power, 


authority, and perſonal enjoyments nothing, 
could it but contribute to the happineſs of the | 
nation. Alas! the pretended ambition imputed 


to the Houſe of Bourbon, which is ſtill ſpoken 
of from an old habit and greatly exaggerated, 
was unknown to the heart of Lowir XVI. I 
affirm on my honour, and will repeat it with 
my laſt breath,' that I never obſerved in him 
any other ambition than that of making the 
French happy, and of being beloved by them. 


Such was the King whom we have loſt, and 
whoſe death has thrown a ſtain upon the 
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French name, which ages of repentance and | 
of tears cannot waſh away. Not any one, Sir, 


has ſpoken with more energy than yourſelf 


againſt the execrable monſters who, in te 

name of the nation, dared to ſpill blood ſo pure. 
You, as well as we, lament the fate of zhat 
unfortunate Monarch. May you then, in fu- 
ture, when you have occaſion to mention his | 


auguſt name, uſe your eloquence in rendering 
homage to his virtues, or in ſhaming the ca- 


lumny that ſeeks to tarniſh them. The ex- 


preſſion of this with is the moſt unequivocal 
proof I can give you of the diſtinguiſhed con- 


| Mideration, with which I have the honour to 
be, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 


A. F. BER TRAND DE MOLEVILLE., 
- B ; F 


bi. es | 3 ) | 


TRE. PLANK: 
4 | Which was propoſed by 
M. DE MONTMORIN, 
APPROVED 5 | : 
THE KING, 
| axD aof reo ko 


THE EMPEROR. 


i 


* _ 
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M. DE MONTMORIN had thought of 


another plan, much more wiſely combined in 
all its parts, and which, without hazarding 
the dignity of the King, or the ſafety of his 


perſon, by the inconvenience and dangers of a 


clandeſtine flight, preſented a certain proſpect 
of the moſt gentle and advantageous counter- 


6 ( 16 8 ) 
revolution that could reaſonably be deſired. 
The "ow was this: 


M. Fr ere, who ſecretly kept up a 
daily correſpondence with the Count de Mercy, 
was to commiſſion him, on the part of the 
King, to invite, the Emperor to form, as ſoon 
as poſſible, a feigned coalition with the Empire, 
Pruſſia, Ruſſia, Spain, and the Kings of Na- 
ples and Sardinia, to declare, but not make, 
actual war againſt France. : 


This coalition once formed, were to publiſh a 
manifeſto, the chief grounds of which, pointed 
out in the plan, ſhould be the maintenance of 
the rights of the princes who had poſſeſſions 
: in France, and the common intereſt of all the 

powers, to ſtop a revolution, the principles 
and manœuvres of which tended to nothing 
leſs than the ſubverſion of. all the governments 
of * : 


— 


At the preciſe period in which this bt 
was to be publiſhed, the La the Kings 
2 


„ 


of Pruſſia, Spain, and Sardinia, were each to 
put his army in motion, and order it to ap- 
proach the frontiers of France, by ſhort 
| marches, under pretence of waiting the aſſem- 


bling the troops of the other powers, but, in 


fact, to give the King time to prepare the 


different meaſures in the interior, which were 
to concur in the ſucceſs of the pow. 


Theſe meaſures conſiſted eſſentially in ne- 
glecting nothing to augment the King's po- 


pularity, and to undermine that of all the 
factious; to endeavour, by every poſſible 


means, to influence the Aſſembly and the 


Galleries, the Municipality and the Sections, 
the Jacobin Club and the National Guard, 
and to ſupport and carry the motions that 
circumſtances ſhould require, A ſum of two 
millions, diſtributed with judgment, would 
have been ſufficient to ſecure theſe points ; 
for, except a very few fanatics, miſled by* the 


revolutionary rage to a degree of madneſs, 
there were hardly any of theſe pretended pure 
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patriots, who were not to be bought at their 


full value, that is to ſay, at a very low price. | 


The declaration of ſo formidable a prepa- 
ration for war, at a moment when the French 


army, deprived by emigration of its beſt of. 


ficers, was entirely diſorganized, muſt natu- 
rally excite a general ſeritiment of diſcontent 
and terror, which it would be eaſy to turn 
entirely againſt the Aſſembly. The King alone, 
exempt from all reproach, worthy of all con- 
fidence, might, by means of negotiation, 
avert the ſcourge of war with which France 
ſhould ſeem threatened, or at leaſt place the 
country in a ſituation to repulſe the enemy ; 
and this he might effect by going in perſon to 
re-eſtabliſh ſubordination in the army, there 
calling upon all the emigrant officers to return 
to him. This wiſh was to be addreſſed to his 
Majeſty, not only by a great many depart- 
ments, by the journaliſts, the clubs, the 
groups of the Palars-Royal, but alſo by the 
army itſelf; and their petition being ſupported 


( 19 ) 
in the Aſſembly by all the members of the 
Cort-Droit, by a conſiderable party of the 


C ote-Gauche, and by the galleries, could not 
fail of being favourably received and granted. 
The King might then have ſet out without any 


obſtacle for Metz or Valenciennes, according 
to the poſition of the hoſtile armies, On his 


arrival, his Majeſty was to have publiſhed a 
| proclamation, enjoining all the emigrants im- 
55 mediately to return into the kingdom, and 


commanding the princes, officers, and all gen- 
tlemen able to bear arms, perſonally to attend 
the King in the town to be appointed, in order 
to join with his Majeſty in the defence of the 
State, the whole, under pain of being deemed 
traitors to their King and country, and of being 


proſecuted as ſuch. That theſe orders might 


be executed without delay, the Count d. Artois 
was to be informed of the King's plan before- 
| hand, by a confidential perſon, to be fixed 
upon by M. de Montmorin. 


After theſe firſt operations, a new council 
was to be formed, and compoſed of miniſters 
c 2 | 


” HS. 1 a . „ 
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choſen among perſons moſt diſtinguiſhed for 
their knowledge, energy, and monarchical 
principles. The King, attended by the Mar- 
quis de Bouills, was to review his army, ſhow 
himſelf every day to the ſoldiers, and inſpire 
their former loyalty, by often ſpeaking to 
them kindly and confidently. At the ſame 
time, his Majeſty was to negotiate with the 
Emperor, obtain an armiſtice, ſummon the 
Aſſembly to Metz or Valenciennes, to conſult 
with them upon the demands of the Powers, 
and concert the conditions of peace. 


The Queen, remaining at Paris, was to 


render herſelf popular by letters to the Em- | 


peror and to the King of Naples, in order to 


ſeparate , them from the coalition, and they 


were to be written in a manner to produce the 


moſt beneficial effect. M. de Montmorin was 
alſo to remain at Paris, to treat with the prin- 
cipal members of the Aſſembly, to preſerve the 


means of influence, and to direct them as oc- 


caſion might require. 


. 
It was not to be preſumed that the Aſſernbly, 


when ſummoned by the King, would refuſe to 


attend his perſon; the populace, in that caſe, 


would have compelled them to go; and thou- : 


ſands of addreſſes would have poured in from 
all parts to demand their diſſolution. Previous 
to their arrival, or to their being ſuperſeded by 
new deputies, appointed in the ſame manner 
as the former ones, that is to ſay, by the 
bailiwick afſemblies, which the King might 
have convoked for that purpoſe, in compliance 
with the numerous petitions that might have 
been obtained from all the Provinces „ his Ma- 


jeſty's Council, and that of the Emperor, 


might have concerted the conditions upon 
which the powers were to inſiſt. 

| 

Theſe conditions, amongſt which was to 
be the diſarming and diſbanding of the national 
guard, were to be of ſuch a nature that the 
King could not ſubſcribe to them without the 
conſent of the Aſſembly, nor the Aſſembly 
without conſulting the wiſhes of their conſti- 
tuents, that is to fay, the bailiwick aſſemblies ; 

2 


„ 
the convocation of which, loudly demanded by 
the people, by the army, and by innumerable 
en 1 n become inevitable. 

: - Theſe aſſemblies, ; nivel to be convoked 
on the ſame day throughout the kingdom, were 
to be conſulted not only reſpecting the de- 
mands of the different powers, but reſpecting 
tbe plan of a declaration drawn up according 
to the deſires contained in the majority of the 
inſtructions to the deputies, and which was no 
mote than a ſummary of the ancient monar- 

chical government, cleared from all its abuſes, 
and improved on principles the moſt prudent 
and the moſt proper to ſecure the Rability of 

.the French conſtitution. 


This declaration, fulfilling all wiſhes, and 
realiz ing all hopes, except thoſe of the factious 
and brigands, could not fail to be every where 

received with the moſt unanimous tranſports 
.of joy. The bailiwick aſſemblies were to di- 
rect their repreſentatives to preſent the King 
with the homage of the general gratitude ; 


{ a3 J- 


and vote immediately the taxes neceſſary for 
the wants of the State, according to his Ma- 
jeſty's deſire, _ 


Thus would there have been an end to the 
Aſſembly, the revolution, civil commotions, 
and war with the powers of Europe. The 
King, after having ſettled the conditions of 


peace with them, was to ſet off for the capital; 


there would he arrive in the midſt of univerſal 
acclamations of joy, love, and happineſs, and 
find, at laſt, Hi good city of Paris, thoſe good 
Frenchmen of old times, that good people who 
ũdolized their kings. ( Annals of the French 


Revolution, vol. iv. p. 8, and following.) _ 
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Lettre de M. Fox d M. BexTRAND DE 
MoLEviLLE. 


| Moxs1zvn, 


155 tegu la lettre due vous m'nvez fait 
Fhonneur de m'ëcrire, et je ſuis bien fache de 
ce que 'aſſertion que je me ſuis crù obligè de 


faſte, et que dans le fonds je ne crois aueune- 


ment inexacte, vous ait fait de la peine; ce 


toit certainement pas mon intention. Il eſt 


vrai que je vous ai cite, Monſieur, d'après 
un extrait de votre livre qui a paru dans les 
papiers publics, mais apres avoir lũ attentive- 
ment votre lettre, je ne trouve pas que cet 
extrait ſoit inexact. Ceux qui feignent une 
coalition, qui declarent la guerre; ceux enfin 
qui menacent, paroiſſent ſelon moi vouloir 
dicter par la force, et on peut dire ſans Ctre 
inexact ni inj urieux, que ceux qui negocient 
pour que de telles d&marches ayent lieu, ont 
encourage ies puiilances ẽtrangꝭres à ſe mẽler des 


4 


(250 


affaires de la France; et meme. 3. lui, dicter. par 
force des changemens dans ſon gouvernement. 


Quant au Prince infortuns à la mëmoire du 
quel vous montrez un attachement qui ne peut 
etre qu'honorable pour vous; perſonne dans 
ce pays ci na plus plaint ſa mort que moi; 
perſonne (comme vous dites) n'a été plus rë- 

volté de la cruauts et de Vinjuſtice de ceux qui 
l'y ont condamne. Mais il me ſemble que 
Von peut bien entretenir de pareils ſentimens, 
ſans approuver tout à qu'il a fait, ſoit de ſon 
chef, ſoit en ſuivant le eonſeil des autres. Au 
Teſte, comme je ſuis perfuade que fort peu de 
princes ſe ſeroient mieux conduits à fa place, 
et que cette partie de ſa conduite que je ſuis 
oblige de qualifier d'erreur a été punie bien 
au dela de ce qu'elle à pit meriter, je le plains 
bien plus que je ne le blame, et fi je me 
ſuis vi oblige de parler de ſes fautes, ou du 
moins de ce qui m'a parii meriter ce nom, Je 
ne Vai fait ni pour inſulter à ſa memoire, ni 
meme pour Iinculper en aucune fagon, mais 
afin de montrer que la France avoit des griefs 
2 2 
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(5) 
ends reels contre YAutriche, et Etoit en droit de, 
lui declarer la guerre. 


Je wai pas ici votre ouvrage, mais je ne 
tarderai pas à me le procurer, en attendant 


Javoue, ſoit prejuge ou non, qu'il ſera bien 


un peu difficile de me perſuader, qu'une liaiſon 
ſecrete, ou meme une relation ſecrete avec 
PAutriche quelle qu'elle ait pi etre, n'a pas ets 
une erreur tout au moins de la part de Louis 
XVI. dans les circonſtances od il &eſt trouve, 


Pak Phonneur mY etre, avec la plus haute 
conſideration, Monſieur, 


* © | "Votre, &c. &c. 


| A St. Anne's Hil, oP E Box: 
Dimanche, (9* Fevrier, 1800.) 


- 


** # ; * 
r \ 


Lettre de M. BexTRAND DE MOLEVILLE 
' 2 M, Fox. 


MoNSIEUR, 


J 'Al recu la lettre que vous nyavez fait Phon- 
neur de m'adreſſer en reponſe à celle que je 
vous ai &crite le 5* de ce mois, et j'y ai vii 
avec une ſatisfaction extreme que vous ne vous 
bornez pas I regretter auſſi vivement, auſſi ſin- 
cerement que moi la mort de Louis XVI. 
mais que vous avez A peu de choſe pres la 
mème opinion que moi du caractere de ce Prince 
infortune. Je penſe comme vous en effet 
qu'avec de grandes vertus, il n toit pas exempt 
d'erreur ; mais je n' en perſiſte pas moins I 
vous aſſurer, Monſieur, qu'on ne peut pas 
Paccuſer fans une grande injuſtice d'avoir ja- 


mais voulu employer reellement la force des 


armes pour contraindre la nation i abandonner 
un ſyſteme de gouvernement auquel elle at- 


tachoit ſon bonheur; et j'eſpere que vous en 
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„ on En 


de France, 


(EY): | 
ſerez auſſi convaincu que moi, lorſque vous 
aurez lit mon dernier ouvrage ſur la reyolution 
| et particulierement le troiſitme / 
volume, et les premiers chapitres du quatrieme. 
Je ſoumets avec une entiere confiance A votre 
eandeur mon opinion ſur le plan propoſe-au 
Roi par M. de Montmorin. Vous jugerez fi 
dans des circonſtances auſſi critiques, il etgit 


ö poſſible d. en propoſer un qui fut plus ſage ct 


plus propre à faire prevaloir les vexitables vœux 
de Ia nation, c'eſt à dire, ceux qu'elle avoit 
librement et ſolennellement manifeſts dans les 
Aſſemblees Baillageres, et que vous ne con- 
fondez certainement pas avec ceux qu'expri- 
moient la rage demagogique des jacobins dans 
les clubs, et leurs vociferations dans les at- 
troupemens populaires, 


II 1 me reſte plus, Monſieur, qu'a ré- 
pondre à L'objection tres naturelle à laquelle 
vous paroiſſez vous reduire, je vais la preſenter 
avec toute la force dont elle eſt ſuſceptible 
pour la refuter plus completement. 


„Rien n Pos dans la declaration de 
„ 'Mantoue, qu'elle avoit pour objet une 
* coalition ſmulte, r declurer, mals bon 

«« pour faire la guerre à la France, Cette 
* ſtmulation très extraordinaire Etoit le ſecret 
de Louis XVI. et de IEmperevr. La 
France Va entierement ignore, elle n'a donc 
ꝓpũ et dũ voir dans cette declaration, que le 
projet de rallier les principales puiffances 
« de l'Europe pour lui declarer la guerre. 
«| Vainement, diroit- on, que cette coalition 
n'a jamais été forme, que la declaration de 
„% Mantoue n'a eu aucune execution ; il ſuffit 
que cette declaration ait exiſts pour arinoncer 
& de la part de 'Empereur des intentions ou 
„des diſpoſitions hoſtiles & Vegard de la 
5 France, et par conſequent pour la juſtifier | 
% d'avoir declare la guerre a PAutriche.” 


Ma re ponſe eſt fort ſimple. 
Non ſeulement la déclaration de Mantoue 

n'a eu aucune execution parceque PEmpereur 

inſtruit bientot après de la reſolution priſe pax 
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CE 
e Roi de ſe retirer 3 Montmedi, ne donna au- 
cune ſuite 3 à ce projet de coalition; mais cette 
declaration et ce projet ſont reſtẽs enſevelis 
dans le plus profond ſecret, et n'ont ẽtè connus 
en France comme en Angleterre que par la 
| publication de mon dernier ouvrage. 


Vous voyez donc, Monſieur, qu'il eſt ab- 
ſolument impoſſible que cette declaration ſoit 


_ entree pout. rien dans les motifs qui deter- 


minerent la France à declarer la guerre à Au- 


triche le 20* Avril 1792. Il eſt conſtant en 


effet, et il vous eſt facile de verifier dans les 


journaux du temps, que les Miniſtres, ni les 


orateurs de Aſſemble n'ont jamais dit un ſeul 
mot de la declaration de Mantoue. Je ſuis 
bien fermement convaincu que c'eſt de tres 


bonne foi que vous avez avance ſur ce point 
la propoſition contre laquelle je reclame, et 


que par conſequent vous ne balancerez pas à 
reconnoitre votre erreur. Vous ne pouvez 
pas Ctre juſte à demi à IE egard de Louis XVI. 
et vous ne voudrez pas que j'aye la douleur 


de lui avoir attire de votre part un reproche 


"LOOP 


que vous ne trouveriez pas aſſez injuſte Pour le 
rẽtracter. 


Jai © NI e etre, avec la nic 
la plus diſtinguee, Monſieur, 


Votre, &c. &c. 


Bra rxarv DE In en | 


Londres, 
de 115 Fevrier 1800. 
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Lettre de M. 8 2 M. BearzAND DE 
ö MorkvIT TE. 


£ 


Moxsizux, 


4. J E ne fais pas fi les papiers publics ont rap- 


porte fidèlement ou non, ce que J'ai dit au 


| ſujet de la declaration de Mantoue. Je n'a | 


certainement pas dit que ce) qui s *toit 4 | 
dans cette ville Etoit le motif qui decida la 
France à declares la guerre, mais que la decla- 
ration qui y a te faite, avec d'autres circon- 
ſtances qui comme la dite declaration n'ont 


_ Ete ſues que longtemps apres, fourniſſent des 


preuves inconteſtables que le gouvernement 
Autrichien $'etoit prete a des deſſeins hoſtiles 
qui regardoient le gouvernement interieur de 
la France, ce qui ſelon moi eſt une cauſe de 
guerre bien legitime ; je dis des defleins hoſ- 
tiles, parceque declarer la guerre, et faire ap- 
procher des troupes, me paroiſſent ètre des hoſ- 
tilites tres caraReriſces, Au ſurplus fi VAu- 
21 | 


W 


5 ( 33 ) 

. triche ne vouloit pas forcer Ia France; elle 
Etoit au moins en liaiſon avec un magiſtrat 
Franęais pour la tromper par des apparences 


hoſtiles, ce qui deviendroit pour ce qui regarde 
h juſtification de la guerre de la part des Fran- 
gais a peu pres i la m@me choſe. ' La F rance 
fans ſavoir la declaration wo Mantoue, avoit 
bien des raiſons pour croire à une liaiſon de 
cette eſpece, ce qui a paru depuis dEmontre. 
Il me ſemble qu*en y ajoutant foi, elle a eu 
raiſon, elle a declare la guerre ſur des ap- 
parences plus ou moins convaincantes; la dé- 
elaration de Mantoue, &c. &c. prouve qu'elle 
ne donnoit pas trop de poids A ces apparetices, 


Apres cette expoſition tres franche de ma 
part de mes fentimens ſur ce fujet, yous fen- 
tirez bien, Monſieur, qu'il ne m'eſt pas poſ- 
ſible d' avouer une erreur que je ne peux pas 
reconnoitre pour telle, ſoit dans le fait, ſoit dang 
le raiſonnement. Au reſte je doute fort que 
nous puiſſions jamais etre d'accord ſur ce point. 
| D'un cdte, peut- tre que mon averſion pour 
labominable principe de 1a coalition contre la 
'E 2 
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16 34 
France, et encore plus, Vhorreur que me 
font la cruaute, Vhypocrifie, la mauvaiſe foi, 
et la baſſeſſe qui ont caracteriſè la conduite des 


«. puiſſances qui y ſont engagees, m'aveuglent à 
un certain point ſur ce qui les regarde, mais 
N de l'autre, il ſe peut auſſi que votre attachement 
pour le feu Roi, et les ſentimens qu'ont du 


naturellement vous inſpirer ſes malheurs et ſes 


> 


ſouffrances, empechent que vous ne ſoyez non 


plus abſolument ſans prevention à de certains 
egards. 


Fai Phonneur d'@re, avec la on parfaite 
conſiderati ion, Monſieur, 


| . &c. &c. 
A St. Anne's Hill, ä ©: J FOX. 


le x57 Fevrier. 


P. S. En reliſant votre premiere lettre je 
vois que la derniere phraſe dans le rapport du 
Moming Chronicle n'eſt pas correcte. Je 
nal pas dit, To compel them to depart from a 


| ſyſtem which they thought neceſſary to their 


( 35 ) 
own internal happineſs.—Ce que je crois avoir 
dit, eſt to dictate by force of arms changes in 
their internal government. Ou bien, to inter. 
fere by force in their internal government. 


| Lerreur me paroit fort peu importante, et 
Je ne Paurois pas relevee ſi je ne croyois pas 
remarquer que vous appuyez un peu particu- 
lierement ſur cette partie du rapport qui eſt 
incorrect, et par conſequent ſur des expreſſions: 
dont en effet je ne me ſuis pas ſervi. 


„ 


(36) 


* 


Fetere de M. BexTRAnD DT MokzEvIIII“ 
a M. Fox, a 
Mons izux, 


Loi de croire que nous ne puiſſions jamais 
nous accorder ſur l'objet principal de la rècla- 
mation que j'ai eu Phonneur de vous adreſſer, 
je penſe au contraire qu'il sen faut de bien peu 
de choſe que nous ne ſoyons entierement d ac- 
cord ſur les points auxquels j attache le plus 
d'intérèt. Je ne retrouve plus en effet dans la | 
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derniere lettre que vous m'avez fait Phonneur 
de m'ecrire le reproche que vous aviez fait 
2 Louis XVI. d'avoir voulu coaliſer les puiſe 
ſances ttrangeres contre la France pour la con- 
traindre par la force des armes d des change- 
ment dans fon gouvernement. Vous tes trop. 
juſte pour inſiſter ſur cette aſſertion, ſans re 
futer les faits qui la contrediſent, et vous ne 


conteſtez aucun de ceux que j'ai rapportes dans 
mon dernier ouvrage relativement aux circon- 


4 37) 


ſtances, aux motifs, et A Vobjet de la décla- 
ration de Mantoue. Cette declaration n'ẽtant 
connue que depuis deux mois, n'a pu entrer 
pour rien dans les motifs qui determinerent la 
France à declarer la guerre à Autriche; vous 
en convenez dans votre derniere lettre, Mon- 
ſieur, je ne dois pas vous en demander davans 
tage. Les inductions que vous tirez de la 
_ declaration de Mantoue, et de pluſieurs autres 
circonſtances pour prouver gue /a France avoit. 
bien des raiſons pour croire d des haiſons de 
cette g pèce, et pour ſuppoſer des intentions hoſ= | 
tiles d Autriche, ſont Etrangeres I la mD 
moire de Louis XVI. et rentrent abſolument . 
dans les queſtions qui ont été debattues au 
Parlement ſur les motifs. qu'a eus la France 
pour declarer la guerre a I'Empereur, et ſur 
la coalition des puiſſances Etrangres z U ne 
m'appartient donc pas d'enoncer une opinion 
quelconque A cet egard ; mais ſans rompre le 
ſilence reſpectueux dans lequel je dois me ren- 
fermer, je crois pouvoir vous inviter, Mon- 
ſieur, a lire la fin du 220 chapitre des Mémoires 


Particuliers que j'ai publics en 1797 ; vous 


N 
y trouverez ſur la declaration de guerre 4 
Autriche des renſeignmens d'autant plus ex- 
acts, que Briſſot qui ẽtoĩit en 1792 membre 
du comit diplomatique de YAfſemblee, et du 
comité ſecret des jacobins od la guerre fut r6- | 
ſolue, a confirm en 1793 A la tribune les faits 
que Jai rapportés dans ce chapitre *. 


je termine ici notre correſpondance, Mon- 
fieur, en vous aſſurant que quelque difference 
qui puiſſe exiſter ſur certains points entre vos 
opinions et les miennes, elle n'alterera jamais 
la con fideration diſtin gube avec e 


Jai Phonneur d'ttre, Ales: 


Votre,. dc. &c. 
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BraTRAND DE Mor viii, 5 
Londres, 
Je 16 Fevrier 1800. 


* ie Pextrait des Memoires Particuliers rapport6 A 5 
la ſulte de cette CortEſpondanice, | 
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A Letter from the Honourable CHARLES 
James Fox, in Anſwer to M. BERTRAND. 
DE MO LEVILLE. Ny ; 


Sm. 

I HAVE received the letter you did me the 
honour of writing to me, and am. very ſorry. 
that the aſſertion I thought it neceſſary to 
make, and which, after all, I by no means 
think inaccurate, ſhould have given you any 
pain; it was far from being my intention. I 
confeſs, Sir, that J quoted you from an ex- 
tract from your book, which appeared in the 
public papers; but after attentively reading 
your letter, I do not find that that extract was 
inaccurate, They who feign a coalition, who 
declare war ; they, in ſhort, who threaten, . | 
in my apprehenſion, attempt to dictate by 
force; and it may be ſaid, without inaccuracy 
or injuſtice, that they who negotiated for the 
purpoſe of producing thoſe meaſures, encou- 
raged foreign powers to interfere in the affairs 
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of France, and even to dictate to her by force, 
alterations 1 in her government. 


With reſpect. to ahi unfortunate monarch _ 


for whoſe memory you manifeſt a ſolicitude 
which does you honour, no man in this coun- 

| try lamented his death more than myſelf ; no 
man, as you obſerve, was more ſhocked at 


the cruelty and injuſtice of thoſe who con- 


demned him to ſuffer; but theſe- ſentiments 


may ſurely be entertained without approv- 


ding all that he did, whether acting from 


the dictates of his own mind, or purſuant to 


the counſel of others. Still, as I am perſuaded 


that very few princes would have acted better 


in his fituation, and that that part of his con- 
duct to which I cannot but impute error, was 
puniſhed far beyond what it metited, I pity 
him much more than I cenſure him; and 


when I found myſelf obliged to ſpeak of his 


faults, or, at leaſt, of what appeared to me 


to deſerve that term, I did not do it to inſult 
his memory, or even to throw any manner of 


blame upon him, but merely to ſhow that 


(4) 
France had real grounds of complaint again 
Auſtria, and was n, in declaring war 
pn Her, 


I 6 not your work here, but I will pro- 
cure it without delay ; in the mean time I own, 
whether prejudiced or not, that it will be no 
eaſy: thing to perſuade me that a ſecret con 
nexion, or, indeed, any ſecret underſtanding 
with Auſtria, of whatever nature it may have 
been, was not an error, to ſay the leaſt of it, 
on the part of Louis XVI. ſituated as he was. 


je have the bevel: to be, with the + higheſt 
cqpferation,. 
Your's, &c. &C. 


St, Anne's Hill, | is J. Fox. 
Sunday, Feb. 9, 1800. 
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Second Letter from M. BERTRAND DE 


MoLEVILLE 70 the Honourable ON ARLES 
Jas a 


s as, 


I HAVE received the letter which you did me 


the honour of writing to me, in reply to mine 
of che 5th of this month, and it was with the 
greateſt ſatisfaction I found that you not only 


_ regretted the death of Louis XVI. as keenly and 


2 as I do, but that there was very little 
difference in our opinions of the character of 


chat unfortunate monarch. I think, in fact, 


as you do, that with great virtues he was not 


exempt from error; but I ſtill maintain, Sir, 


that he cannot be accuſed, without great in- 
juſtice, of ever having deſigned to have actual 
reeourſe to arms, for the purpoſe of com- 


5 pelling the nation to give up a ſyſtem of go- 


vernment which they deemed neceſſary to their 


happineſs; and I flatter myſelf you will be 


conyinced of it when you have read the work 


(0352 


1 have lately publiſhed on the revolution of 


France, particularly the third volume, and the 
firſt chapters of the fourth. With perfect 
confidence I ſubmit to your candour my opi- 
nion on the plan propoſed to the King by M. 
de Montmorin. Judge whether, in circum» 
ſtances ſo critical, it was poſſible to ſuggeſt 
a wiſer, or one better calculated to promote 
the real wiſhes of the nation; by which I mean 
thoſe that were freely and ſolemnly made. 
known in the aſſemblies of the bailiwicks, 
and which 1 am perſuaded you do not con- 
found with thoſe expreſſed by the democratic 
fury of the Jacobins in their clubs, or voci- 
ferated in their mobs. | 


It only remains for me, Sir, to reply to the 
very natural argument to which you ſeem to 
confine yourſelf ; and I will ſtate it with all 
the force it is capable of, in order that my 
anſwer may be the more complete. 


„ Nothing appears in the declaration at 
Mantua from which it can be inferred that 
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v its object was a fergned coalition to declare, 
but not to make war againſt France, The 
1 ſecret of this extraordinary feint was confined 
to Louis XVI. and the Emperor; France 


was entirely ignorant of it, and could there- 


fore, in that declaration, ſee only a project 
** of coaleſcing the principal powers of Europe 
e in a war againſt her. It is in vain to ſay 
** that that coalition was never formed ; that 


©. the declaration at Mantua was never put in 
p 66 execution; it is enough that that declara- 
5 7 tion was made, to evince, on the part of 


„% the Emperor, defigns and arrangements 
s hoſtile to France, and conſequently to 
4 juſtify her declaration of war "againſt 
6 Auſtria,” 


My . is very ſimple. 


Not only the declaration at Mantua was 


never put in execution, becauſe the Emperor, 


being very ſoon after informed of the reſolution 


taken by the King to withdraw to Montmedi, 


1 


relinquiſhed the project of a coalition, but 


both the project and the declaration remained 
buried in the moſt- profound ſecrecy, and 
were neither known in France nor England 
till publiſhed in my laſt work. 


| You find therefore, Sir, how abſolutely im- 
poſſible it was that that declaration could have 
been among the motives by which France was 
ſwayed in declaring war againſt Auſtria on the 
20th of April 1792. It is, in fact, evident, 
and very .caſy for you to aſcertain, by refer- 
ring to the public papers of that period, that 
neither the miniſters nor the ſpeakers in the 
Aſſembly ever mentioned a ſingle word of the 
declaration at Mantua. I am perfectly con- 
vinced that you advanced the aflertion againſt 
which I remonſtrate, becauſe you thought 
yourſelf right in doing it, and therefore I think 
you will not ſcruple to acknowledge your 
miſtake. You could not be juſt by halves to 
Louis XVI.; nor would you leave me the 
painful reflection of having drawn upon him 


1 5 46 þ + 
from you a reproach which you cannot be con- 
vinced is unjuſt cough, to be nen. 


if ak the honour to be, with the moſt difin- 
guiſhed conſideration, | 


Sir, 
Lour's, Kc. &. 


BERTRAND DE Mor EVIL IE. 


1 


Pas : 
Feb. rt, 1800. 
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Steond Letter from the Honourable Cnanues = 
James Fox ro M. BenrRAND DE Morx- 
VILLE. 


Sin;: - | | | 
I KNOW not whether the public papers 
have reported what I ſaid on the ſubject of the 
declaration at Mantua correctly or not. 1 
certainly did not ſay that what paſſed in that 
city was the motive by which France was de- 
termined to declare war; but that the declara- 
tion made there, with other circumſtances, | 
which; as well as that declaration, were not 
| known till a long time after, furniſh in- 
conteſtable proofs that the Auſtrian govern- 
ment had taken a part in hoſtile deſigns that 
had in view the internal government of France, 
which is, in my opinion, a very juſt cauſe of 
war : I ſay hoſtile deſigns, becauſe, 1 declare 
war and advance troops, appear to me very un- 
equivocal hoſtilities : beſides, if Auſtria did 
not attempt to compel France, ſhe Was, at leaſt, 
3 


(4) 
in league with a French magiſtrate to deceive 
her by hoſtile appearances, which, ſo far as 
reſpects the juſtification of the war on the 
part of the French, comes nearly to the ſame 
thing. France, though ignorant of the decla- 
ration at Mantua, had many reaſons for believ- 
ing a league of that kind, which has been 
ſince demonſtrated. It ſeems to me, that in be- 
lieving it ſhe had good grounds. She declared 
war upon appearances more or leſs convin- 
eing; and the declaration at Mantua, among 
other facts, proves that ſhe was not e in 
* appearances. | 
, | 
After this frank ſtatement of my ſentiments 
upon this ſubject, you muſt be ſenſible, Sir, 
that it is not poſſible for me to acknowledge a 
miſtake of which I am not convinced either by | 
fact or reaſoning. I doubt we can never agree 
on this point, On the one hand, I may be 
blinded to a certain degree by my averſion to 
the abominable principle of the coalition 
- againſt France, and ſtill more by the horror I 
feel at the cruelty, hypocriſy, inſincerity, and 


( 49 ) 
baſeneſs, which have marked the conduct of 
the powers engaged in it; and, on the other 
hand, your veneration for the late King, and 
the ſentiments with which his misfortunes and : 
ſufferings muſt naturally have inſpired you, 


may prevent your being altogether without pre- 
11 1 on certain Points. 


I have the honour to be, with the moſt per 0 
fee conſideration, | 


Sir, 
Your's, &c. &c. 


st. Anne's Hill. C. J. Fox. 
Feb. 13. : 


P. S. On reperuſing your former letter, L 
ſee that the laſt expreſſion in the report of the 
Morning Chronicle is not correct. I did not 
fay, to compel them to depart from a: ſyſtem 
which they thought neceſſary to. their own in 
ternal happineſs —1 think 1 oo dictate by, 
force of arms changes in their inte,” nal govern 
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This error appears to me very immaterial, 
and I ſhould not have noticed it had I not ob- 


ſeryed that you rather lay a ſtreſs on that part 
of the report which is incorrect, and conſe- 
quently upon expreſſions which, in fact, l did 


not uſe, | 
0. J. r. 
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Third Letter from M. BERTRAND D 
MoLEvILLE fo the Honourable CHARLES 
James Fox, | 
n 


FAR from thinking that we can never agree 


on the principal ſubjects of the appeal 1 had 
the honour of making to you, I think, on the 


contrary, that there wants but very little to 
make us agree entirely on the points that are 


moſt intereſting to me. I do not find in your 


laſt letter any ſupport of the reproach you had 
caſt upon Louis XVI. for baving attempted to 


excite the foreign powers againſt France, in 


order to compel her by. force of arms to altera- 
tions in her government. You are too juſt to ; 
inſiſt upon that aſſertion without refuting the 
facts that contradict it; and you do not con- 1 
tend againſt any of thoſe which I have reported 


in my work, relative to the circumſtances, 


motives, and object of the declaration at 


Mantua. That declaration being known only 


. 
within theſe two months paſt, could not ha. 
been one of the cauſes that determined France 
- to declare war againſt Auſtria: this you allow 
in your laſt letter, Sir, and I have no right to 
aſk any farther conceſſion. The inferences ' 
you draw from the declaration at Mantua, 
and other circumſtances, to prove that France 
bad many reafons for believing a league of that 
hind, and for aſcribing hoſtile deſigns to Auſtria, 
are foreign to the ſubject ſo far as it relates ta 


the memory of Louis XVI. and belong purely 
to the arguments on the queſtions which were 

debated in Parliament when treating of the mo- 

tives of France for declaring war againſt the 
Emperor, and the coalition of foreign powers. 


It is not my part to advance any opinion whats 
ever on thoſe arguments; but without break. 
ing the reſpectful ſilence which it is incum- 
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bent upon me to preſerve, permit me, Sir, to 
requeſt that you will read the concluſion of the 
twenty-ſecond chapter of the Private Memoirs 
which I publiſhed in the year 1797; you will 
there find ſome account reſpecting the decla, 
ration of war againſt Auſtria, the correctneſs 
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of which cannot be doubted ; Briſſot himſelf, 
15 who, in 1792, was a member of the diplo- 
matic committee of the Aſſembly, and of the 
ſecret committee of the Jacobins in which the 
war was determined upon, having confirmed 


from the tribune in 1793 the facts which I 
have reported in that chapter *, 


I here cloſe our correſpondence, Sir, with 
aſſuring you that whatever difference there 
may be between your opinions and mine on 
certain points, it will never alter the diſtin- 
guiſhed conſideration with which I have the 
honour to be, 


Sir, 
Vour e., . 
BERTRAND DE MOLEVILLE. 


London, 
Feb. 16, 1800. 


The account referred to is annexed to this letter. 
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Account wh petting the Declaration 15 War 
_ Auſtria. 5 Pele 


AT this time M. Servan having been ap- 
pointed miniſter of war inſtead of M. de 


| Grave, the whole cabinet was compoſed of 


Jacobins, who, being ſupported by the c978 
gauche of the Aſſembly, loudly called for a 
declaration of war againſt ' the Emperor and 


the King of Pruſſia. The King was perſuaded, 


that their chief motive was, to have more 


_ plauſible pretexts for accuſing him of having 
ſecret .intelligence with the courts of Vienna 


and Berlin; he therefore deferred the final de- 


termination of the Council as long as poſſible, 


and only conſented to propoſe the declaration 
of war to the Aſſembly, after each of the mi- 
niſters had ſeparately given him his opinion 


and motives, in writing, ſigned by them. 


The Aſſembly received this meſſage with 


tranſport, and decreed with acclamations the 


2 


1 


A of war. The enemies of the King 
ahd Queen were much leſs occupied i in putting , 
France i in a ſituation to ſuſtain it, than in en- 


deavouring to take advantage of the critical 


fituation in which this new order of things | 
placed their Majeſties. The ſcrupulous > 
actneſs with which the King, faithful to his 


oath, adhered to the conſtitution, had hitherto 


diſconcerted the projects of the Jacobins, and 


diſcredited the aſſertions they continually re- 
peated, of the King's diſlike to the conſtitu- 
tion, and of his intention to overturn it. This 
vague accuſation being given up, as having 
ceaſed to make any impreſſion, the Jacobins 


now ſubſtituted in its ſtead the accuſation of 


betraying the nation; and his Majeſty was at- 
tacked for purpoſely neglecting, as was boldly 
aſſerted, to give neceſſary orders to the mi- 
niſters for repairing the frontier towns, provid- 
ing them with warlike ſtores, and completing 
the regiments : they alſo accuſed him of keep- 
ing up a ſecret correſpondence with the Em- 
peror, and indicating to him thoſe parts of 
the frontiers where he wo 


uld meet with the 
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25 duly; with which the vulgar are wont to fe- 


1 to defray the expenſe of his operations; ; and 

| fome of the populace declared to the municie 
_ pig. of Paris, that they . bad ſeen Whole 
eher, of gold on their way to Vienna. 
In ſhort, tlie coffee-hauſes, public walks, and 
Ae weſoanded with . and debe, 


1 


"le 3 however abſurd, 3 


dangerous, becauſe the King would not conde- 
ſend to refute them. The avidity and cre», 


 ceiye TeP ts of treaſans, plots, and conſpi- 
1 ae the W and N 
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with the bt ghteſt proof „ — Privat Alen, 
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„ns, 5, J., booed inthe nb of being te juſt 
| ee tht war yas the only means of accelerating the - 
© . querthrow of the monarchy, and the fir ft to vate 9 
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